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Gender

Men and women are biologically different, but socially equal.

Any differences that are attributed to men or to women that are not biological are
called “Gender”.

Discrimination between people on grounds of gender is wrong.

Opposition to gender-discrimination is not the entirety of women’s concerns.
Opposition to gender-discrimination is a “human rights” matter that may be dealt
with by law.

Women’s concerns as women go beyond opposition to gender-discrimination.
Women should organise as women so as to become a free-will collective subject
that can act positively, and do more than restore prescribed human rights.

Women organised democratically as women, and especially as working women, can
be a revolutionary force. It is this revolutionary force of women that the
communists need to bring into being.

The establishment of “gender desks” is not sufficient for revolutionary purposes.
These may partially, restore equal (bourgeois) rights to bourgeois women, but will
not succeed in the task of mobilising proletarian women for the overthrow of
capitalism, which is the only full emancipation available to them.




Lindsey German in 2009

Patriarchy

In South Africa, in 2012, “Patriarchy” theory is orthodox. It is politically correct, and
government ministers and trade union leaders feel free to denounce patriarchy
without fear of contradiction. Patriarchy doctrine says that men have an innate
prejudice against women that causes them to treat women badly. This contradicts
the other principal orthodoxy related to women, which is Gender theory.

To say that men have an innate prejudice is to attribute to men a characteristic that
is not biological. Hence, patriarchy doctrine is prejudice. It is gender bias. Patriarchy
doctrine is sexism.

Lindsey German, renowned leader of the peace movement in Britain, and convenor
of the Stop the War Coalition, rejected patriarchy theory more than 30 years ago.
German focuses on the kind of patriarchy-theory that holds that all men benefit
from the oppression of all women, where this is taken as natural, or given.

Lindsey German sets quotations from Karl Marx against these ideas to show that
they are not compatible with history. She shows how the modern conditions of
women were not inevitable but arose in the circumstances of capitalism.

“I would argue therefore that not only do men not benefit from women’s work in the
family (rather the capitalist system as a whole benefits), but also that it is not true
that men and capital are conspiring to stop women having access to economic
production,” says German.

“The question the theorists of patriarchy have to answer is this — if capital and men
are indeed in alliance why are women not being thrown out of work and replaced by
unemployed miners, steelworkers and dockers?” asks German.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lindsey_German

German concludes: “Theories of patriarchy are not in fact theories of women’s
liberation. Instead of starting with an assessment of the material position of women
in capitalist society, they start with crude biological assessments of the positions of
men and women. They point no way forward for women’s liberation.”

And asks: “Why then have they become so popular?”

She point out that patriarchy-theory “demands theoretical correctness from the
few while accepting inaction by the many.” This is exactly the situation in South
Africa today, more than 30 years after German wrote her essay.

In the end, only the abolition of class division can do away with the oppression of
and discrimination against women. It is those women who would rather not think
about class who are the ones who make patriarchy-theory popular.

From V | Lenin, 1919:

In words, bourgeois democracy promises equality and liberty. In fact, not a single
bourgeois republic, not even the most advanced one, has given the feminine half of
the human race either full legal equality with men or freedom from the
guardianship and oppression of men.

Bourgeois democracy is democracy of pompous phrases, solemn words, exuberant
promises and the high-sounding slogans of freedom and equality. But, in fact, it
screens the non-freedom and inferiority of women, the non-freedom and inferiority
of the toilers and exploited.

Down with this contemptible fraud! There cannot be, nor is there, nor will there
ever be "equality" between the oppressed and the oppressors, between the
exploited and the exploiters. There cannot be, nor is there nor will there ever be
real "freedom" as long as there is no freedom for women from the privileges which
the law grants to men, as long as there is no freedom for the workers from the yoke
of capital, and no freedom for the toiling peasants from the yoke of the capitalists,
landlords and merchants.

Let the liars and hypocrites, the dull-witted and blind, the bourgeois and their
supporters hoodwink the people with talk about freedom in general, about equality
in general, about democracy in general.

We say to the workers and peasants: Tear the masks from the faces of these liars,
open the eyes of these blind ones. Ask them:



“Equality between what sex and what other sex?
“Between what nation and what other nation?
“Between what class and what other class?

“Freedom from what yoke, or from the yoke of what class? Freedom for what
class?”

Whoever speaks of politics, of democracy, of liberty, of equality, of socialism, and
does not at the same time ask these questions, does not put them in the
foreground, does not fight against concealing, hushing up and glossing over these
guestions, is one of the worst enemies of the toilers, is a wolf in sheep's clothing, is
a bitter opponent of the workers and peasants, is a servant of the landlords, tsars,
capitalists.

In the course of two years Soviet power in one of the most backward countries of
Europe did more to emancipate women and to make their status equal to that of
the "strong" sex than all the advanced, enlightened, "democratic" republics of the
world did in the course of 130 years.

Enlightenment, culture, civilisation, liberty--in all capitalist, bourgeois republics of
the world all these fine words are combined with extremely infamous, disgustingly
filthy and brutally coarse laws in which woman is treated as an inferior being, laws
dealing with marriage rights and divorce, with the inferior status of a child born out
of wedlock as compared with that of a "legitimate" child, laws granting privileges to
men, laws that are humiliating and insulting to women.

The yoke of capital, the tyranny of "sacred private property", the despotism of
philistine stupidity, the greed of petty proprietors --these are the things that
prevented the most democratic bourgeois republics from infringing upon those
filthy and infamous laws. The Soviet Republic, the republic of workers and peasants,
promptly wiped out these laws and left not a stone in the structure of bourgeois
fraud and bourgeois hypocrisy.

Down with this fraud! Down with the liars who are talking of freedom and equality
for all, while there is an oppressed sex, while there are oppressor classes, while
there is private ownership of capital, of shares, while there are the well-fed with
their surplus of bread who keep the hungry in bondage. Not freedom for all, not
equality for all, but a fight against the oppressors and exploiters, the abolition of
every possibility of oppression and exploitation-that is our slogan!

Freedom and equality for the oppressed sex!




